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"Nothing remains but to say, 'Well
don/.' Tin« canal will bo built," said
Prc/ident Roosevelt concern lug the
Panama canul, which tho United
States has undertaken to complete.
Tins it seems; that we hnvo reached
tbt last stago of one <>f the greatestengineering enterprises in Immun his¬
tory, and one tiie story of Which,
though much of it is now forgotten,
Iii about the most remarkable ever
tola of any undertaking.
A quart" r of a century lias gone

Mrice tliin gigantic task of cutting a
waterway through tho Isthmus whitli
connects North und South America
was first begun. Do Lessens' engl*noering commission estimated its cost
at 843,000,000 francs; lie Ixisseps
himself himself placed the figure at
00 i,.i francs ($120,000,000) and
began the stupendous work with the
lightest ami most confident of hearts.
Loss than ejglit years later his coin-
jinny wa» bankrupt, with $300.000,000jof debts, and onlj a quarter of the]work was completed. '

G<catcst of Fiascos.
Probably never was a greater fiasco

brought about by such reckless ev-

travagance, "i hnJ no idea." wrote an
engineer who visited Panama a few
years after the company's collapse,
."mull I went and saw for myself what
reckless, fabulous extravagance then-
was on tin- Isthmus from 1 KS I to 1889.
The Bum of $203,000,000 was spent in
building about one. fourth of t'h Pan¬
ama canal. Competent euglnctfi's iny
that the same work, barring the acci¬
dents from the rising of the ebneres
vlvor. could be done to-lay for about
$35,000,000. To he exact, the I),. l.cs-

ph company spent about $250.000,-
000 and excavated b-ss than 70.000,000
cubic yards of earth and gravel.
"Tim Cnllfornlnris talk aliout the!

palmy days when extravagance was
the rule in San Francisco and at Vir-i
atnia City, hut these were not com¬

parable with the days in lRS;t and
1SSI when men made 1.000.000 francs,
profit a month at Panama and Colon,
1 met one man there who had sold,
muli-s and donkeys to the Panama
Canal Company In ISS^ and mad'-;
$300,000 clear between .Inno and Sep¬
tember from an invested capital of,'
$20.000. He told me of a man from;
Now Orleans who broimht down a
Stock of nihl*T bootr- (necessary In
Working In the swamps and Blrennts).
worth about $0.000. and who sold the
whole lot to a contractor for the ca-,
Ual company for $50.000 cash down."

Prodigality and Vice. j
Strange tales, too, are told Of IiIkIi

salaried offliclals who gave grand balls
lit which champagne was drunk by
the gobletful am] men and women
amusod themselves by throwing hand-
inls of gold and silver coin out of the
windows to seo the native:! fli/lit and
bc-ftroble on the ground for It. They
tell of the Orchestra of 20 Parisian
musicians that was kept at Colon for
three years at largo expense, sololv
U> furnisb music for the canal offi¬
cials and their friends of an evening.
Th»y toll. too. of the equipages of

the canal company at Colon in those,
days and of the women and nun who
played utpht arter niKht baccarat with
one hand and roulette with tho other.
These are but samples of the prodigal
w.-istiiif; of money by the company
which undertook to construct tho <-a-
r.nl nnd who.-,-, failure brought ruin
to tons of thourands of Investors in
France and equally remarkable Is the
dbscHbtlbh of ihn state of things after
work had ceased.

Coetly Machinery Left to Rot.
Machinery aim apparatus that had

cost millions of dolla's were left to'
rot In the swamp and forests. The-e
were hundreds of dredges trough!
from prance ami Delirium at a cost
of £3,000 " each, enormous steam
cranes from Dirminghhm worth
£ 1 .fif0 apiece, wagons, thourands of
!:tr<d rails, beans of railway tools an.!
Bt'-ei cable*.all abandoned nn.i bp-
r!e,i !n dirt and msf. Machinery
Which had cost £7 000,000 was strewn
Plena the line of the cnnnl for a dis¬
tance of about :n miles.
Ten steam pumps nnd reseryotr«,

which had cost not less than £ib.OOO
were lying in a bean just as tbev had
been dumped from the can, the crat-
inir tint even having ben removed,
while at a nlace m ar Almnzllln, 11'
miles from Panama, there was a pile
of rusted nails which had never been
nsod. which could not have been
bought under £10,000.

Train Sank in the Mud.
Rusting In Bhcdd wore 1?'"* Income-'

tiyefi.Rngllsh, French, Re)ginn and
American; nt th" canal's mouth n do/-
t*n large tugboats were lying rotten
nod useless, while on a g ass-grown,
deca,y|ng r-pur of the construction
railroad, a few miles southwest of 'be
Cblnjira cot. were a Philadelphia lo¬
comotive ami a train of 17 cars stand¬
ing Just where tho engineer shut off
steam when the financial I'iibblo burst
and hb and the crew left their work.
The nr.-! w:i; soft nnd spongy, and the
weicht of the locomotive and cars had
bo.no so heavily on the track that
tho train hud sunk a yard dc.p in the
ooze.

In the mud am) made ground about
the harbor at Colon were tons- upon
tons of costly machinery which had
been dumped into the sea without
even having been taken from th-'
cakes. Engines, with wrong gauges.
Imported from Belgium at enormous
expense were disposed of in this
way. An outer wall to break the darth
of the waves was made of gigantic
block:; of concreto all numbered
nnd shaped for their plaer-s in the
Wtill which was to protect the canal
fro mtlrn sudden r'sca of the Chagres
river. Theso blockB woro made in
France and tnkru across the Atlantic
by the shopload. only to Ha dropped
into tho ocean.

Bribery and Corruption Too.
Such, in more outline and sueccs-

Hon. is the story of the wanton ex¬
travagance and recklessness which
marked the history of the first Pana¬
ma conipriny, and thl* was* the pre¬
lude to tho wholesale bribery and
corruption which in Hi" enrly nine
tics shook the Republic of Franco to
Its wfity foundation,
Rut in spite of failures and disaster,

rench at Panama \
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the work of digging ln'1 canal, which
Bomo day will shorten tho voyage
from Now York to San Francisco (for
example) by more than s.oot) miles,
wag proceeded with.

.¦is roceutiy na lio'u it was ostimat-
<>d that It would tako \C20,000,. still
to complete Iho work (only £4,(.,000
l<-h!t than Do Lerabp's estimate of
nearly 20 years earlier); and now thai
the United States has undertaken to
flnls-h tho canal they will consider
themselves lot innate If the estimate
of six years aco in not far pxcoedt d
Prom beginning to end this great

undertaking will have cost little less
than ,$500,000,000, of w hich considers
bly 'more than half will have bccni
wasted.

THE GARTER.
Incignia of tho Morl Coveted of AI

Enclir.li Orders.
Although the most coveted of Eng

llsli orders, tin- origin of the Garter l*
really a levstory.
L'oullietlug aitihoridos assign the

foundation of ib.lor either to the
ISM of April, St. tle.irue s day, 13M, oi
to tho sdnio festival live years later,
While tin- popular anecdote associated
with It is thai al a court ceremony a
lady.cl(her the iiuuou, the Countess oi
Salisbury or the Connies* of Kent.
happened t<> drop bet garter, ivhleh
wuh plcketl up by King iMwnr.l HI.,
who, observing a disposition to laugh
among the bystaiidersr exclaimed in
Iii» royal displeasure, ..Until suit oul
null y jwiisc" (disgraced be be who
thinks ill of it).
The reigning monarch Is, of course,

ex olIIClO the Sovereign of the tinier of
the Harter.
At lirst the garter was made of llgul

blue s-llk, bm that which is now glVOU
is made of darl; blue velvet. It I?
worn on the left leg a little below the
knee.
The Order of the Garter as an order

of chivalry has a very deep rellgtOUl
Significance. It is, or should he, at
(cuded by religious ceremonies of a
very precise and ornate character, and
It was reported In Victoria's rolgu thai
a certain nobleman hesitated as to ac¬
cepting the honor on account of lit"
bavins licoh conferred on an oriental
potentate..Philadelphia North Ameri¬
can,

CAME TO STAY.
Return of tho Prodigal With Money

and a Largo Check.
Did honie week hud come, and the

returned sons and grandsons were
gathered together, one after another
they rose and told witli pardonable
pride their achievements in the great
world, impressing their importance on
tho stay "t homos. At length Mr.]Jameson spoke:
"I went away from hero twenty'

years ago a poor young man, with only
otto solitary dollar in my pocket. 1
walked the four miles from my fa¬
ther':, farni to tin- station, and there I
begged a tide to Hosten on a freight
ear. Last night I drove Into town be-
bind a spirited pair of horses, and my
purse.guess how lunch my purse hold!'
In, money today, besides a large check;"]and Mr. Jameson louked about blmjwith a stuiie.
"Fifty dollars:"
"Seventy-five!"
"A hundred!" shunted the hoys, filled

witli admiration.
"No," said Mr. .Ininesou, drawing a

large, lla-t purse from Ids pocket when
the clamor had subsided, "none of you
has guessed right. When I hud paid
the L'."> (cuts to Ozzy Hoggs for my ro-|freshing drive In (he conch I hud, be
sides my trunk check (which 1 retain-!
ed for financial reasons), exactly -I
eruts. I have come back, my friends,|
to stay. Any little Jobs of sawing
mid splitting will be gratefully receiv¬
ed.''.Woman's Home Companion.

Our Names Lack "Color."
AI an early period, and Indeed well

toward the beginning of modern his¬
tory, proper names told something as
to paternity, occupation and habita¬
tion. Today they are quite colorless.
A new Ulysses would ho longer be
I.dertidos. No Peter Indicates that lie
is the son of Paul. A Carpenter or n
Weaver Is likely to be a illy fingered
stockbroker. Even the place names.
tonVplalna the Nation, have pretty
much disappeared, except hi (he case
ef nobility, and since tin- average gen
tic'family has not for years lived on
its titular estates or perhaps has had
none pi all our new tlnstous de Foix
give us a name as sapless ass John
.bmes.- London Chronicle.

A Knockdown Argument.
A suburban school just opening foi

the season v. as composed of both city
and country children. Tho teacher so-
lectcd eight boys to debate (lie subject
W'i. h Is Preferable, Country or City
I.lleV"
After (hey bad read many arguments

wfili much enthusiasm Country Hug!!
aid m.iv.ii his paper and said: "Mr.
President., (hey don',, know what
they're lrilk|u' about. Tim cliy boy
knows tioihlu' about 'going to town,'
.nid (bat heats anything I know.".La¬
dles" Koine Journal.

The Old Romans.
Do you know that the Hornau mor |

tar Was harder than the stones which]
it held together? U is a remarkable
thin-* that wo do not know how to
make mortar like that now. And what
an eye (huso old Romans hud for po-
gillph! It is a plly that some historical
wilier doesn't write a romance withj
Julius t'uesar as (he central figure.,
Shakespeare seems to be Hie only au-!
ibttr who lots done anything of that1
.tort really well.-London Captuiu.

H
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. Jogging His Memory!. .

Mr. au«l Mrs. Junti. were Boated at
tin» breakfast table. Mr, .lustrum scan¬
ning tin- morning paper, especially the
copper market, In which he was lunch
Interested.
"My dear,'? salil Min. .lustniio, "I do

wish Hint l could rely on ye-ito attend
in such household matters'si's require
ylpur attention."
"My dear," replied Mr. Jastruin

sharply, lowering the paper, "if you
will imnie any es|x»cldl mattor requir¬
ing my attention Instead of blaming
me beforohuiul i Bhall be happy u>
oblige .Villi!''
"Vi'iv well. 1 wish you to past a

letter i>>r me on your way downtown."
"Do you call that a household mat¬

ter? l Supposed you referred to a leak
in the roof or soipe plumbing or gas re-
pairs. Indeed, you have made as much
fuss about It ns it you did. If it's only
a letter ybu want posted I should sup
poso yon inl^ht have dispensed with
yolir strictures." 1
"That's ail I wish this morning," re¬

plied Mrs. Jn.strum in nu Injuretl tone.
.lust before Mr. Jastruin departed hl«

wife slipped a letter hi the right baud
pocket Of his overcoat. He Kissed her
perfunctorily ami went away. Intend¬
ing when out «.t sight to carry the let¬
ter in his hand that he might not Lu¬
get it. Put he lind no sooner turned the
corner than he met llicksou. lllckson
asked him If be bad noticed the fall In
the price of coppor. Jastruin said that
he had, whereupon lllckson said that
It was sure to go lower. .lustrum bur
lied away to his broker's OlDcc and
gave him an order to sell out his hold¬
ings In copper at inn e. Then he vcput
to his own olllce and hung up his over¬
coat, with the letter in it.
At II in the evening Mr. .lustrum

opened the fr uit door of his house and
was greeted with the smell of gas.
"Phewi My *lear Uctsy, hello!

Where are you?"
"Dp here, dear!"
Mr. .lustrum went upstairs anil found

hi- \\lfi» sitting In her bedroom In her
fur clonk, with the windows open.
"flood gracious 1'' be exclaimed, tak¬

ing in the situation. "When did the
leak occur?" j
"I noticed a faint smell of gas this

morning as soon as I got up, hut It
was in the collar and not very Btrbug
in the bouse. 1 kept the cellar door
shut, hut by noon the house was full
of it."
"And why, may I ask, didn't you tell

me so, that 1 could have uotiilcil the
plumber'/"
"When tho leak In the water pipe

occurred I asked you to slop ut the
plumber's ami send him right around.
1'ou forgot It. and the house was flood
Cd, spoiling both the dining room and
parlor carpets, besides the ceilings of
both rooms."
"And out «if revenue, to show- your".
"Not at all. 1 'iudliig I could not

trust to your memory all the way to
the ims ofJaco, I concluded to subject It
to a much less strain. Iloth the post
and gas 6IUCCS are very uear yours.
the posloillee across the street, the gas
otUce on the same block. I wrote you
a note asking you to go to the gas
olllce ami tell them to scud a man here
at once."
"And inn lied the letter this morn¬

ing'/"
"yes. There Is a mall box. ns you

know, just arouud the corner. The
postman takes up the mall at il a. m.

My lettef was dropped In the box not
two minutes after you left the house
this morning und should have been
ban,led you on tho 11 o'clock delivery.
Didn't you get It?"
"(let It? No! Doubtless you thought

you put It In. but forgot It. You're
always grumbling about my forgetting
to post your letters, while you ure the
real delinquent Nobody knows bow
many times you have claimed to have
given me letters to post that you have
Intended to post yourself and have for¬
gotten."
"Did you post ttie ono I gave you

this morning?"
.lustrum looked dazed for a moment,

then frightened, lie thrust his hand
in bis overcoat pocket anil drew forth
the letter.

"i met lllckson.just after.1 left
you," ho st.ammered guiltily, "and
ho".
"Look at the address."
lie did as she asked nnd saw that

the letter was addressed to himself.
"Read it."
lie tore off the cover and rend:
Tho gas |A ciscaplns In tho teller. Send

a man at once.

Jastruin stood looking at the lottci
long enough to have rend two pages.
"Isn't It plain';" asked bis wife.
Without replying, he rushed down

stairs and out, slumming the door be¬
hind him, intending to get a man to
edo what bo didn't know how to do
himself.turn off the gas. His next
door neighbor came In with a monkey
wrench and did the trick, .lustrum
then went upstairs. Ills wife stood
laughing at hjm.
"My dear," ho said, not in reproach,

but giving the word Its real meaning.
"It'u 'a horse' on me. Walt with din¬
ner a few minutes while I go out nnd
telephone for seats at the theater. Aft¬
er the play we'll sup at the Arlington
with a bottle of your favorite beverage
.champagne."

"Ccrta'lnly. dear. Don't hurry. There's
plenty of time."
Thnt ulght Mr. nnd Mrs. .lustrum

wont to bed by lamplight. The next
morning the gas leak was fixed, pnd
after that Mr. Jastruin made Uiomorui
da of what be should do downtow.i.
Rut unfortunately he usually forgot t:

'consult his memoranda.
BKRTI1A D. UU1IL3Y.

.

ABSOLUTELY PURE WHISKEY.
Physicians and others desiring ah

excellent artloio are respectfully re-quested to give tkis whiskey u trial
on my guarantee. Mellowod by age

B. R. COFER. Sole Aoent.
"4th streot, mar Washington avenue

When Beauty Draws the Eye.
"1 reckon wo men are nil a gooddeal alike, after all," volunteered a

professional man who ha» a family
in the outskirts and an olllce down
town, "though that may not he much
of a compliment to any of us.
"This in a good deal In the nature

of it confession, hut here goes:
"1 was gettlufl ready to cross Olivestreet at the post oiilc'c this morningwhen i noticed what I thought a re¬markably handsome young woman go¬

ing across the t o ner at Eighth street.In the language of Qcotgc Ado, she
certainly was easy to look at. I look-
ed. She was none of your 'pretty lit¬
tle things.' Sue was lino of face,
and her hair was just that shade of
blonde that isn't exactly red, nor any
oth< r color for moro than half a sec¬
ond at a lime, and there wasn't a
thread of it that wasn't exactly whose
it ought t. be. She had clothes, loo.
and knew what to do with them.
"Well as i said before, 1 looked.

Then 1 kept on looking Her wall;
wits leisurely and site had a carriagethat, any automobile press agent on
earth would give his diamond for an
adequate description of to put in it
pamphlet.
"Sudden|y I discovered that I had

stopped and was rubbering will» all
tlte reach I ,had--nnd that's a gooddeal In a case, of that kind. Maybe
you won't believe it, knowing me ns
you tlo; 1 itt the discovery : alt led me.
I wondered bow many persons were
looking at nie ami trying to cataloguethe sorts of chump I was;

"So 1 purloined what the magazinewriters pronounce a 'furtive look
around.' ;>tt""»"There were jltsl eleven men ami
one boy in sight. Tlr.ee of them mav
have been drummers, one was middle,
ngod and harbored pork tenderloinwhiskers and may have been a skypilot; one was an old'negro; another
looked like a shoe clerk with the Y.
M. C. A. habit, and another was a
news vendor.

"1 haven's breath enough left lo
tell you what the others looked like,
but do you imagine for one brief,
(leeting moment they were being wor.
ried about whttl I was doing? Not
much. Kvery blamed one of 'cm was
gazing as spellbound as ho could be
after that retreating radiance of fem¬
inine glory.
"nut 1 was the champeen of the

bunch I was th cfirst to come to.".
New Orleans Sates.

THE LOOM OF LOVE.
All dhy in the beautiful valleys of. light,
All night in the crystalline dreams of

the night;
All life, in the sweep and the sweet

of its song.
Tiie loom of Ood's beautiful love rolls

along!
mm***
All day it is ringing and swinging its

thread
Through a heart that I know, and (he

curls of her head:
All night in the mystical regions of

sleep
Around us its dreams and its mys¬

teries creep!
It weaves mo a pattern wherein her

fair face *
It; twined with the lilies and roses of

grace;
And here where I toll In the rliiR of

tho mart
It gooo, winding and winding me home

to her heart!
.Baltimoro Sun.

Rings
Round
Eyes J-10-

Tho Ills peculiar to vorfielt, take different forms.
Some ladles suitor, every month, from dark rlnpa round tliolr eyos. blotches on their skin and tired

feeling. Others suffer agonies of pain, that words can hardly express.
Whatever tho symptoms, remember thero Is ono medicine that will go boyond mere symptoms, and

act on tho causo of their troubles, tho voakenod vromanly organs.

Wine of Cardui
Mrs. M. C. Austin, of Memphis. Tcnn., writes: "For five (5) years I suffered with every'symptomof female disease, but after usln^ tho well-known Cardui Homo Treatment", I was ontlroly well."

IlinVTC I1C A t CTTCfl WiHr toJiyror «f,r*roryof viJuiNoMrw 1l1u%tnilfJ Pixikfor Wonwn. If you n»ad M«i!-WKBir 11^ A I r| I I Ik 1"' AJvkr, JcmiIU your »yinptunil, tutlni: or.mi1 r»ply »III bo lent In rUIn rr«lr<l «nvclop*." ,,B ' " KJ,J '* *-.»-.» ¦»-¦»» A,l.lK.«: l.a.IIrs' AJvl-.my IX-rl.. ilio C.h»it.iiiix<* Mraifln» (j).. Ch«tUrK«>ga. Tenn.

Fine Stationery
Lende) tonn to your burliness and creates a

favorable impression. We make good impres¬
sions on stationery at prices consistent with
good work.'

We. carry the following well known
brands of paper'

Bonds: Housatouio, Harrington, Danish,
Cambria. Carthage. Flat Writing: Windsor,
Ivnnboe, Palo Alto, and Riveraide.

Engraving
We represent one of the best engraving

nouses in the United States, and guarantee
.jnality and prompt delivery.

OUR SPECIALTY: All kinds of Com-
meroial Printing.

Warwick Printing Co.
(Incorporated)

211 Twenty-fifth Street. Bell Phone .No. 128.

DON'T SPECULATE.INVEST I

STEER FOR SUCCESS!

STEER CLEAR
of speculative ventures, beautiful engraved bonds
(?>. pretty mining stoclc certificates, offered you
with glided promises of enormous returns, the
rink von take Is even greater than tneso promisee.
YOU SEND YOUR MONEY OUT OF TOWN; IT

NEVER RETURNS.
This In the usual result of speculations in things

you know nothing about.
BETTER KEEP THE MONEY IN TOWN, and let

it work here for you while you wait, and can get it
when >on want. it. at the same time benefiting
the whole community in which you live.

THE MUTUAL HOME & SAVINGS
ASSOCIATION,

Off Newport News, Va.
(Organized Jaunsry 13, IMS.)

"THE DIVIDEND PAYER,"
offers you tho medium for the right kind of IN¬
VESTMENT

Paid-up stosk shares, % 100.00 oaoh; certificates
Issued on receipt of faco value. Dividends six per
centum paid semi-aunually.

Stock Withdrawable at Face
Value at Any Time.

WM. C. STUART, Gen'l Mgr.,
FIRST NATIONAL, BANK BI.DG.


